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Today’s MeetingToday s Meeting

• Welcome andWelcome and 
Introductions

• Planning Processg
• Schedule
• Input to DateInput to Date
• Exercises
• Next Steps• Next Steps



PartnersPartners

• Kansas Department of TransportationKansas Department of Transportation 
• Douglas & Johnson Counties

Citi f B ld i Cit Ed t G d• Cities of Baldwin City, Edgerton, Gardner
• Lawrence-Douglas County Metropolitan 

Planning Organization
• Mid-America Regional Councilg



TranSystems TeamTranSystems Team

• TranSystemsTranSystems
• Patti Banks Associates

P idi G• Peridian Group
• Stinson, Morrison and Hecker



Study AreaStudy Area

• Douglas and Johnson Counties
• Baldwin City, Edgerton, GardnerBaldwin City, Edgerton, Gardner



Project Purpose & StructureProject Purpose & Structure

• Purpose:Purpose:
– Improve access management and capacity along 

US-56 in a way that supports the needs and 
dd th f th C idaddresses the concerns of the Corridor 

community.
• StructureStructure

– The Counties and Cities involved have signed 
Memoranda of Agreements to work together on 
Corridor concerns.



ScheduleSchedule



Planning ProcessPlanning Process

• Phase 1: Foundation of Facts –
Review of the facts with informed 
input

• Phase 2: Forecast the Future• Phase 2: Forecast the Future –
Consider land use & 
transportation alternatives

• Phase 3: Formulate a Fit –
Agreement on Management Plan 
including roadway elements, g y ,
character & policies.



Traffic Patterns – ExistingTraffic Patterns Existing

• Traffic VolumesTraffic Volumes
– 3,400 to 22,400 vehicles per day
– 5% to 7% trucks

• Directional Patterns
– Equal distribution west of Baldwin City
– AM bias eastward getting closer to I-35

• Travel speeds
– Consistent with newly posted speed limits



Physical Roadway InventoryPhysical Roadway Inventory

• Pavement – majority generally in good conditionj y g y g
• Bridges – two bridges to be replaced, both in 

Douglas County
• Narrow shoulders
• Access Points – density increases within city 

limitslimits
• Horizontal and Vertical Design

– Horizontal curves act as transitions
– A sizeable number of vertical curves have limitations

• A few grades reach 6%



Safety History (2003 to 2007)Safety History (2003 to 2007)

• Overall downward trend in five year periody p
• Intersection and intersection-related accidents 

account for more than 51% of accidents
– Top locations include:

• Moonlight (Gardner), US-59 and 6th St (Baldwin City)

• Angle and rear-end type collisions account for 85% of g yp
all collisions with other motor vehicles

• Five fatal accidents occurred, two at the junction of 
US 59US-59
– Addressed with four-way STOP control



Operational Efficiency - ExistingOperational Efficiency Existing

• Highway SegmentsHighway Segments
– Governed by ability to pass (no passing zones)
– Generally acceptable conditions todayy p y

• Intersections
– Governed by delay

• Signalized Intersections
– Some congestion in Gardner

• Unsignalized IntersectionsUnsignalized Intersections
– Acceptable operations



Learning From the CommunityLearning From the Community

• Public Opinion SurveyPublic Opinion Survey 
• Advisory Committee – 2 to 3 leaders from 

each county and communityy y
• Stakeholders & Corridor Community –

people with a variety of interests and 
expertise throughout the corridor

• Elected Officials – briefings
• Web Site – www. us56corridorplan.org



Survey – Location of 
Respondents



SURVEY: Q3 How safe do you feel driving on US-56? 

LEGEND

(1) Very safe 

(2) Somewhat safe

(3) Somewhat  unsafe 

(4) Very unsafe

(9) Don’t know



SURVEY: Q10d Unique natural, historical and character features 
of the corridor should be preserved

LEGEND

(1) Strongly Disagree

(2) Disagree

(3) Neutral

(4) Agree

(5) Strongly Agree

(9) Don’t know



SURVEY: Q10b Guidelines for new development should be established 
by the county and the cities

LEGEND

(1) Strongly Disagree

(2) Disagree

(3) Neutral

(4) Agree

(5) Strongly Agree

(9) Don’t know



SURVEY: Q14b What do you think would be the likely effect of this 
proposed facility on truck traffic along the US-56 Corridor? 

LEGEND

(1) Major increase in truck traffic

(2) Some increase in truck traffic

(3) Neutral

(4) N t h i i t k t ffi(4) Not much increase in truck traffic

(5) No increase in truck traffic

(9) Don’t know



SURVEY: Q14a What do you think would be the likely effect of this 
proposed facility on the economy of the US-56 Corridor? 

LEGEND

(1) Very positive

(2) Somewhat positive

(3) Neutral

(4) Somewhat negative

(5) Very negative

(9) Don’t know



Top Issues - TransportationTop Issues Transportation

• TransportationTransportation 
– Safety
– Freight/Truck Trafficg
– Intersections/Interchanges
– Limiting/Sharing 

D iDriveways



Top Issues – Land UseTop Issues Land Use

• Managing GrowthManaging Growth
• Developing at Major 

Intersections
• Downtown vs. 

Corridor Commercial



Top Issues - CharacterTop Issues Character

• Character of US-56Character of US 56
• Streetscape/Design 

Guidelines
• Community/Corridor 

Gatewaysy
• Protecting 

Floodplains/Riparian 
Areas



Today’s ActivitiesToday s Activities

• Transportation InformationTransportation Information
– Traffic Characteristics
– Operationalp
– Physical

• Characteristics by Zone
• Selecting Character Zones



Exercise: Characteristics by ZoneExercise: Characteristics by Zone

• Agreement aboutAgreement about 
what characterizes 
different zones

• Understanding of how 
character, land use 
and transportation 
interact
Y j b!• Your job!



Exercise: Potential Character 
Zones 

• Agreement on boundaries of Character Zones
• Understanding of why boundaries were selected
• Your job!



Questions?Questions?

• David Gurss KDOTDavid Gurss, KDOT
dgurss@ksdot.org (785) 296-3267)

Jeff McKerrow TranSystems• Jeff McKerrow, TranSystems 
jdmckerrow@transystems.com (816) 329-8911

• Lynnis Jameson, Patti Banks Associates
ljameson@pbassociates.com (816) 777-3019



Next StepsNext Steps

• Phase 2: Forecast the FuturePhase 2: Forecast the Future
– Workshop # 2 September 16, 2009: focus on 

prioritizing land use & transportationprioritizing land use & transportation 
alternatives

• Keep track on the web site:Keep track on the web site:
www. us56corridorplan.org



US-56 Corridor 
Management Plan

Thank you for 
participating!participating!


