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Developing the Plan

KDOT, its partners, and a diverse group of 
stakeholders were involved in the planning process. 
They participated in Advisory Committee meetings, 
group interviews, and workshops during a 15-month 
planning process that will end in the spring of 2010. 
Their primary role has been to offer viewpoints that 
reflect both the interests of particular areas of the 
corridor and those of the corridor as a whole. The 
overall goal for the stakeholder groups is to 
collaborate with KDOT and its partners in an effort 
to determine what, if any, changes are necessary to 
respond to community needs.

One Phase at a Time
The US-56 Corridor Management Plan has been conducted in 
three phases: Foundation of Facts, Forecast the Future, and 
Formulate a Fit. With your help, the team is currently working 
through the third and final phase of the planning process.  

Part of the facts assembled 
in this phase came from the 
Community Survey for a 
baseline measure of 
community concerns, 
current Comprehensive 
Plans, a series of 
stakeholder interviews, and 
the first Advisory 
Committee meeting. 

This phase concluded with 
the Community Issues 
Workshop, resulting in a list 
of issues that were 
addressed throughout the 
planning process.

KDOT and its partners 
worked though land use and 
transportation concepts 
with the goal of developing 
recommendations based on 
input from the second 
Advisory Committee 
meeting, a Public Officials 
Briefing, and a Land Use 
and Corridor Character 
Workshop where a 
consensus land use 
scenario and varying 
access management and 
corridor character elements 
were reviewed.

This phase integrates land 
use, transportation, access 
management, and 
community character 
considerations into the 
Corridor Management Plan 
along with appropriate 
implementation tools.

Input will be incorporated 
from the final Advisory 
Committee meeting,  a 
Public Officials Briefing,  
Corridor Assessment 
Workshop, and Public Open 
Houses on such aspects as 
the roadway elements and 
community character of US-
56. 

Seeking Input: What You’ve Said
Community Survey Summary 
A survey of 742 corridor residents 
was conducted to gather opinions 
regarding US-56. 

Major findings include:

83% of those surveyed indicated 
they felt either “very safe” or 
“somewhat safe” driving the corridor.

Regarding the number of driveways 
entering onto US-56, residents felt 
there were “too many” driveways 
entering onto US-56 primarily through 
Gardner (38%) and Baldwin City 
(19%).

There was support from those 
surveyed for directing future 
residential development inside or 
near the cities (86%).

US-56 
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KDOT/Partners
• KDOT
• Cities of Baldwin City, 

Edgerton, and Gardner
• Douglas and Johnson 

Counties
• Lawrence-Douglas County 

MPO
• MARC

Advisory 
Committee

• City of Baldwin City

• City of Edgerton

• City of Gardner

• Douglas County

• Johnson County

Stakeholders
• Local Government
• Business Owners
• Transportation 

Specialists
• Public Officials
• Land Owners
• Chamber of Commerce
• Environmental 

Associations

You!

Stakeholder Interview Summary
Questions were asked related to future 
development, character of the corridor, and 
recommendations for roadway improvements. 
Highlights of the interview include:

The US-56 corridor is very diverse in terms 
of land use and character, and it is important 
to preserve those unique identities.

There are concerns with truck traffic, sight 
distances at key locations, and narrow 
shoulders.  Safety (including that of 
pedestrians) is a top priority.

Various improvements suggested by 
stakeholders include: improve sight distance 
at key locations; add travel lanes or dedicated 
turn lanes at specific intersections to improve 
flow and alleviate congestion; and add 
shoulders for disabled vehicles, and 
emergency management needs.
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Land Capacity vs. 
Developable Land

The capacity of land is a measure of how much future development 
the undeveloped lands can accommodate. Not all of the undeveloped 
areas, however, are open to development due to environmental 
constraints and natural resources.  Accounting for land that is not 
already developed and not environmentally sensitive is the basis for 
determining what areas are deemed developable. 

• 1,700 net acres of developable land 
remain (3,700 acres are developed/sensitive)Baldwin City

• 800 net acres of developable land 
remain (600 acres are developed/sensitive)Edgerton

• 4,900 net acres of developable land 
remain (4,600 acres are developed/sensitive)
• Note: 40-50% of Gardner’s growth boundary is not 

within the Study Area and therefore not included 

Gardner

Developable Acreage 
Within Each City’s 
Growth Boundary

The corridor study area has significant streams, 
floodplains, wetlands, and regionally and locally 
significant forest and grasslands. Identifying these 
sensitive areas when reviewing potential future 
development  helps to protect valuable recreation areas, 
protect water quality, reduce flooding, and provide 
wildlife habitat. 

Key GIS data was assigned weights producing a 
graphic classification of land ranging from “Highly 
Suitable for Urban and Rural Development” (shown 
above in green) to “Suitable Only for Passive 
Recreation” (shown above in dark grey). Weighted data 
included soil classifications, hydrology, land cover, 
slopes, land use, and habitat. 

Environmental Sensitivity for Land Use Forecasts




